conversant with the issues and of broad international consensus on facts
and their reliability. Sound international research and assessment
efforts can turn up new solutions and lubricate the processes of change
and adaptation.  (Chapter 1)

20. With respect to specific recommendations on research, develop-
ment, or use of different energy systems, the Committee offers three
levels of recommendations. These are based on the general view that,
if other things are equal, policy should lean away from the injection
of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.

(a)  Research and development should give some priority to the
enhancement of long-term energy options that are not based on com-
bustion of fossil fuels.  (Chapters 1, 2, 9)

(b)  We do not believe, however, that the evidence at hand about
C(>2-induced climate change would support steps to change current
fuel-use patterns away from fossil fuels. Such steps may be necessary
or desirable at some time in the future, and we should certainly think
carefully about costs and benefits of such steps? but the very near
future would be better spent improving our knowledge (including knowl-
edge of energy and other processes leading to creation of greenhouse
gases) than in changing fuel mix or use.  (Chapters 1, 2, 9)

(c)   It is possible that steps to control costly climate change
should start with non-C02 greenhouse gases. While our studies
focused chiefly on C02, fragmentary evidence suggests that non-C02
greenhouse gases may be as important a set of determinants as C02
itself. While the costs of climate change from non-C02 gases would

be the same as those from C02, the control of emissions of some
non-C02 gases may be more easily achieved.  (Chapters 1, 2, 4, 9)

21. Finally, we wish to emphasize that the C02 issue interacts
with many other issues, and it can be seen as a healthy stimulus for
acquiring knowledge and skills useful in the treatment of numerous
other important problems.  (Chapter 1)